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LETTER FROM THE CO

Dear Resolute friends and family,

Greetings from the Nicolas Channel, just north of Cuba! The Resoluteteam is currently steaming home
afteranaction-packed patrol in the Cari bbean Sea, wher
traffickers for Joint Interagency Task Force South (JIATF -S). Our patrol was originally scheduled to be
55 days in length, but we were released early to head back to St. Petersburg and deal with the
heartbreaking aftermath of Hurricane Helene. The storm hit Tampa Bay especially hard, and a number
ofmy shipmates and their families were signific:
everyon e D they eperatedwithgrofessionalism and repeatedly achieved success in tough
conditions where success is never guaranteed.

Afteragruelinginpot docksi de maintenance period that i nv
systems, we got underway in late August and completed our Aviation Standardization Inspection i

where the crew ran through a gamut of exercises and evolutions with a helicopter team from Air Station
Miami. We passed with flying colors, despite having to completely re-arrange our schedule when a
heavy squall line blew through!

Once we arrived down-range in the Caribbean, we immediately got to work. One memorable case
involved launching both our pursuit boats to chase a significantly overpowered go-fast vessel
attempting to smuggle narcotics. We coordinated with a Dutch reconnaissance aircraft to chase the
vessel across 40 nautical miles of heavy seas, eventually forcing the vessel to jettison 1.5 metric tons of
cocaine. After spending the entire following day pulling bales of cocaine out of the water, we shifted
focus to our next target 1 a sailing vessel suspected of smuggling. We were able to locate it, stalk it
throughout the night, and eventwually balmostd50i t .
kilograms of cocaine in a hidden compartment! Between those cases and our coordination with the
Dutch naval vesselHolland , we stopped over $150 million in illegal drugs from reaching American
shores. As a bonus mission, we even got to help rescu&81 Haitian migrants from an overloaded and
unseaworthy 40-foot boat, spending all night helping transport them safely to the cutter Reliance.

The Resolute crew worked incredibly hard this patrol T between operations, maintenance, drills, and
routine admin there is always work to do and never enough time to do it. But we did manage to sneak in
some fun moments: port calls in Puerto Rico and Curacao, fishing for Mahi Mahi, wahoo, and yellowfin
tuna, karaoke and bingo, ice cream socials, and more.

AsResolutebs new CO (I just took command in July), |
|l 6m amazed at the crewbs energy, ent husi-yea-oldshiar
operational and effective, and every day the crewhas to overcome a multitude of challenges to squeeze
alittle moreoutofour ol6 s hi p. Thank you for |l ending your s
and family to this Service, this ship, and this mission. Serving at sea is never easy, but it is very
rewardingwork Tand | 6m honored t o IResolatd@ntlnextgimel t wi t h
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Ch I‘f/ISae

Greetings families, friends, and shipmates!

As another patrol nears the end, the Ch i eMessswould like to take this §
opportunity to thank Resoluted families, friends, and both TDY members. Your
continued sacrifices and support allow us to successfullycomplete our missions-
thank you! The patrol has been categorically unique, as the crew faced fallout
from a busy transfer season and major dockside, entering an ever-changing §
mission set. Resolute began the patrol conducting Helo Ops in conjunction with §
AVSTAN working with Air Station Miami, helping one pilot and multiple
Resolute members earn qualification . Despite a busy patrol, the crew was able to
enjoy some well-deserved rest and relaxation appreciated a wonderful time
sightseeing and trying local cuisine in San Juan, Puerto Rico. The crew enjoyed

Cu r a cnaulicilsiral feel with colorful building and deep senseof history, they &

spent the days relaxing on the beach and some diving trips. The morale
committee made the patrol entertaining by hosting morale events such as EM3
Dur nkangs MK2 N e | s tivia) Boardgames, karaoke, and hosted a revolving
crew sponsored pizza and wing nights. During its ongoing support of the Joint
Interagency Task Force South, Resolute successfully executed two drug
interdictions . In addition, the crew conducted various training exercises,
i including damage control, aviation, medical response, detainee and migrant |
| watchstanding, engineering, and navigation. These activities ensured that the
team remained proficient and ready to tackle any challenges that arose. This
{ training exercises aided crew members in obtaining many qualifications .
! Whether it was a drug bust, training, or simply standing the watch, the ¢ r e
professionalism and dedication to the mission were truly exceptional. As we
return home early to assist our loved ones and communities affected by
Hurricane Helene, we want to expressour gratitude for your continued support
during another successfulpatrol.

ResoluteChi ef 6 s Mes s:
CSCS Brian Black, BMC Joey Noreikas, BMC Chris Romero,
MKC Walter Melnyczenko, MKC Cameron Sweet
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Resolute underwent an Aviation Standardization
Inspection (AVSTAN). We conducted helicopter
operations such asvertical replenishment, in flight

refueling, touch-and-g o,Gsd shipboard launch and

recoveries. Resoluted gerformance was outstanding
and we successfullypassed the inspection! pc



