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September Dinner

On Wednesday September 26, 2018, at Bird Key Yacht Club, the Sarasota Manatee Council welcomed the Maritime Eagles Division
of the Sea Cadets commanded by our own President Dennis Turner (pictured above left). Fourteen incredible young men and women
dressed in whites (below)were our guests and the Division brought its own Color Guard (right photo from left: Cadets Pomaybo,
Thiam, Perez, and Salazar). Our keynote speaker was LCDR Kevin MacFarland NSCC (pictured above center), Director of the
Naval Sea Cadet Corps Region 6-1, which covers 11 units on the Gulf Coast of Florida including the Maritime Eagles. LCDR
MacFarland spoke of the Sea Cadet history, its mission and its results impacting youth nationwide and locally.

Above left Cadet Anthony Fuse receives the Theodore Roosevelt Youth Medal. Middle photo Cadet Holly Carfley receives the
Military Order of the Purple Heart National Badge of Merit. Right Cadet Hayden Hall is awarded the Meritorious Recognition Ribbon
for Lifesaving
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August Luncheon

On Wednesday August 29, 2018 at the beautiful Bird Key Yacht Club, President Dennis Turner welcomed Dr. Steve Black,
Commander of the Imagine School of North Port Young Marines. Dr. Black spoke about the exciting and very successful Young
Marine Program at the Imagine School. He was accompanied by the school’s Principal John Halcomb and two of his most senior
Young Marines, Emma Forcier and Sebastian Villada. The Imagine School Young Marine Program is one of two Young Marine
programs supported by our Council and one of the largest and most viable programs in the United States. Dr. Black explained how the
program is run and told of the many activities in which his nearly 100 Young Marines participate. Emma and Sebastian added to the
presentation by talking about their personal experiences. All in all, a very informative presentation.

Upcoming Events—Mark your Calendar (watch for flyers)
Month

Day

Theme

Speaker

Venue

October

24

Navy Birthday/Founders’ Day

RADM S. Paparo USN,
J3 CENTCOM

BKYC

November

28

Marine Corps
Birthday

Major General
Michael Langley
USMC.CENTCOM

BKYC

December

??

Installation of Officers

TBD

??
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Dear Navy League Members & Friends:
It has been a warm Summer, to say the least. I hope that everyone weathered the most recent hurricane and floods especially in the
Carolinas and Virginia areas; and those who evacuated returned safely to find their dwelling in good shape. Once again, Fall is upon
us the Sarasota area and as they say, “the leaves remain the same, but the license plates change.”
We welcome back our seasonal members and look forward to seeing you at the monthly dinners, it was great to see our favorite 50/50
rep June (along with her two grandsons), at the September 26, 2018 dinner featuring our sponsored sea cadet unit, Maritime Eagles.
The next two dinners will honor the Navy and USMC respectively, as they celebrate birthdays, both will be a treat.
Thanks to all members for your continuous support as we strive to increase our membership and retain current numbers. We have had
some gains this summer, but each member can help by talking about the Navy League to all they encounter. This will only help to
grow our council. We are always looking for anyone who may be able to lend a hand, so if you find some free time on your hands
please reach out to the board members and let us know. Our council remains one of the premier means of which the men and women
of our local sea services and youth groups receive recognition; we will continue in that endeavor.
Thank you.
Dennis Turner

SARASOTA MANATEE COUNCIL
of the NAVY LEAGUE of the United States
SARASOTA – MANATEE COUNCIL
2017 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

OUR VISION STATEMENT
We seek to be a reliable and helpful source of information to the
public and governmental leaders about sea service issues and a
known and respected civilian supporter and resource to local
active duty sea service units and organizations and local sea
service youth organizations

President
Dennis Turner
First Vice President & Operations
Vacant
Vice President for Recruiting and
Public Affairs
Vacant
Vice President, Membership & Retention
Jeannine Rusch
Vice President, Education
Dick Petrucci
Vice President, Legislative Affairs
Vacant
Treasurer
Gerard St. Germain*
Corresponding and Recording Secretary
Jeannine Rusch
Judge Advocate
Marc Soss, Esq.
Chaplain
Al Burda
Directors – All the Above, Plus:
Steve Bartek
Roger S. Betts**
George “Bo” Hamrick
George Hoffman
John Osterweil
Carol Pearson
Giles Pearson
Tim Rocklein
*National Director& President of Florida Central Area.
** National Director Emeritus

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Our Council’s Mission is to support America’s sea services:
Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and US - flag Merchant
Marine in Southwest Florida. We do this through: local programs
and meetings where our Council provides a voice to educate the
public and local members of Congress on the importance of our
Sea Services to our nation’s defense, well-being and economic
prosperity and :to support to our active Sea services personnel
such as the U.S. Coast Guard and their families youth programs
such as the Naval Sea Cadet Corps. Junior ROTC and Young
Marines, that expose young people to the values of our sea
services.

OUR GOALS
To enhance the morale of local sea service personnel and their
families through national and council level programs. We:
* Educate national leaders and the nation
* Support the men & women of the sea services
* Support youth programs
* Provide assistance to sea service families
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Remembering USCGC Tampa
September marked the centennial of a German U-Boat sinking the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Tampa during WW I where 111 Coast
Guardsmen, four Navy sailors and 16 passengers including 11 members of the British Navy were lost. More than 20 of the Coast
Guardsmen killed on the Tampa hailed from the Tampa Bay area. The Tampa was sunk in the Bristol Channel off the western coast of
England on Sept. 26, 1918, less than two months before the Armistice. The Tampa is honored at the Coast Guard Memorial at
Arlington Cemetery and at the Brookwood American Cemetery and Memorial in Surrey, England.

USCGC Tampa

NEWS FROM OUR ADOPTED AND SUPPORTED UNITS
USCG CUTTER RESOLUTE
.
USCGC Resolute was very busy on patrol from July through September. The ship went to Guantanamo for training and practiced
gunnery, helo ops and had some liberty in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Check out what’s been happening aboard Resolute in their
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/UsCoastGuardCutterResolute/ or in their newsletter “Hammerhead”
http://navy-league-councils-support.com/navyleague-sarasota-manatee/Hammerhead Newsletter Sep2018.pdf

USCG STATION CORTEZ
Congratulations to Petty Officer Newton being advanced to Boatswains Mate First
Class!!!
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MORE IMAGINE SCHOOL YOUNG MARINES
Imagine Young Marine Private First Class Senika Johnson, gets
help from Unit Commander Steve Black during a recent Unit
camping trip to Oscar Scherer State Park in Osprey. YM Johnson
and her fellow Young Marines were learning how to start a
campfire with a magnesium fire stick.

This summer, NCO members of the Imagine Young Marines
spent a portion of their Saturday afternoon participating in
teambuilding activities. The Drill was coordinated by the Unit’s
“Company Gunny,” YM Gunnery Sergeant Emma Forcier. In the
above activity, NCOs must work together nonverbally to raise
and lower their hula hoop. Much harder than it looks

Just prior to the start of school this year, members of the Imagine
School Young Marines presented the Third Annual Elementary
Reading Camp. For six morning sessions, Young Marines
worked with students from the Imagine School at North Port
Elementary School to help them “gear up” for the upcoming
school year. Activities included storytime, boardgames, puzzles,
one-on-one reading with a Young Marine, snacks and
playground games. This event has grown each year, with
hundreds of students being involved this summer. Pictured in the
foreground is Young Marine Corporal Cissy Jones, as she shares
snack time with one of her new elementary friends.

Young Marine Private First Class, Noah Jauregui, shows off his
catch at the August Imagine Young Marine Fishing Tournament.
A very jealous YM Private McKinley Cartee is shown in the
background.
Members of the Unit traveled to the El Jobean Pier for this event
which was planned, organized, and carried out by Imagine
Young Marine Unit Staff member, Corporal Brian Pavulchuk.
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NORTH PORT NJROTC
On July 23, 2018 North Port High School’s NJROTC took an educational trip that would last for four days to visit military bases. On
their first day, the cadets had gone to the Mayport Coast Guard Annex. At the Annex the cadets had gone on a variety of ships to learn
about their functions and the function of Coast Guard personnel. On the second day, the cadets went to the NAS Jacksonville. At the
Naval Air Station they got to go on somewhat of a nature walk to go around and see some of the planes that actually got flown in the
Navy. They learned some background about some of the planes. They got to see Navy personnel actually doing their job. Also, they
went to the Air Control tower. They saw the P3’s and the P8’s
which are surveillance and anti-submarine planes.

On the third day, they went to Mayport Naval Station. Cadets got
on board the USS Fort McHenry. On the ship the cadets got to see
various defense systems the ship can use. Then they we were able
to explore the ship including the well deck. There the cadets got to
try on Damage Control equipment. Towards the end of their visit
the cadets were given the opportunity to meet the Commanding
Officer and the Command Master Chief. Later that day they visited
the Vipers helicopter squadron. There they had learned about the
Squadron’s various missions do as well as touring their facilities
and helicopters. Also, the cadets got to wear and try out high tech
night vison googles that the pilots use during night operations.

SUPPORT FOR THE NAVAL WAR COLLEGE FOUNDATION (NWCF)
For the past two years the Sarasota-Manatee Council of the Navy League has been fortunate to have the Naval War College
Foundation (NWCF) provide top notch war college professors to address our monthly lunches. These speakers measurably enhanced
our gatherings and were well received by our membership in attendance. We hope to be able to repeat this success with a Naval War
College (NWC) speaker at our February, 2019 lunch.
The NWCF’s single mission is to support the Naval War College (NWC). It does that by, among other things, funding academic
chairs that focus on areas critical to national security, and supporting modeling and simulation exercises that inform current fleet
operations and global maritime policy.
In furtherance of its mission, the Foundation raises and administers funds dedicated to supporting the NWC. Funding comes from
Foundation member dues, honoraria, grants and gifts. Accordingly, you as members and beneficiaries are urged to privately donate to
the NWCF, at https://secure.donorpro.com/nwcf-give or by contacting the Foundation at 401.848.8300.
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MORE MARITIME EAGLES SEA CADETS
On Saturday, July 28th, the 8th annual Christmas in August
(C.I.A.) community service project, as part of Bradenton Kiwanis,
took place at LECOM Park. Three hundred and eighty-four
children identified as being homeless through Project Heart, a
special department of the Manatee District School that "assists
students who lack a fixed, adequate and stable night-time
residence," along with family members, attended the event which
opened at 7:00 a.m. and lasted until 11:00 a.m. Two hundred and
eighty-six volunteers representing over 50 service organizations and
businesses provided everything from games for the kids to frozen
turkeys for the family.

9/11 Memorial Service
The USNSCC Maritime Eagles were honored to participate in the
9/11 Memorial Service “In remembrance ceremony for the fallen” at
Rossi Park, Bradenton Riverwalk

June Navy Shore Maritime Industrial Arts Training
Cadets that completed the two-week sea Cadet Recruit Training
were eligible to participate in this Advance Training Opportunity

Helping Veterans
Maritime Eagles lending a helping hand in a remodeling project for
a local disabled veteran. (Image depicts success after tackling the
tree stump.)
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