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June Luncheon 

 
 
On Thursday June 7, 2018 at beautiful and famous Sara Bay Country Club where Bobby Jones once played Walter Hagen, the 

Sarasota Manatee Council of the Navy League held its annual celebration to honor local scholars who had earned appointments to the 

U.S. Naval Academy (USNA) and Navy ROTC Scholarships. The Naval Academy appointees for the incoming Class of 2022 are Bo 

Lumpkin from Cardinal Mooney HS, Jovan Vasquez from Manatee HS, and Hunter Arndt from Riverview HS and Homeschool. The 

lone NROTC Scholarship recipient, James Kern is from Riverview HS will be attending Villanova University. The scholars were 

accompanied by proud family members. The Academy appointees will report as members of the Class of 2022 to USNA in Annapolis 

for Induction and Plebe Indoctrination on June 28. There, they will experience rigorous training called Plebe Summer for six weeks 

until the Brigade of Midshipmen returns from their annual Summer training in August. Present among attendees was 2nd Lt. Sam 

Valley USMC, a previous honoree in 2013 and a recent graduate of the Class of 2018, who spent time with the new appointees.  

After a dining on Sara Bay’s “World Famous Italian Buffet”, RADM Brian McCarthy USN SC (ret) motivated the honorees and the 

Council with a rousing patriotic and enthusiastic address. 

 

Upcoming Events—Mark your Calendar  (watch for flyers) 
July 25 ----Lunch at Sara Bay G&CC Speaker-From Mote Marine  

August 22---Lunch-- location/speaker program TBD 

September 26 –Dinner at Bird Key YC Speaker TBD  
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April Luncheon 

 

 
 

On April 18 at the Plantation Golf and Country Club, the Sarasota-Manatee Council honored some outstanding cadets from the 

JROTC programs at North Port High School and Venice High School. A $1000 scholarship was awarded to Asheleigh Wood of the 

North Port NJROTC (which she later declined because she enlisted in the Navy). The Theodore Roosevelt Youth Medal was awarded 

to Karson Bartanowicz from the Venice MCJROTC and to Ethan Krizen of the North Port NJROTC. The event was attended by the 

Senior military instructors at both schools, Commander Steve Bartek from North Port and Captain Dean Krom from Venice. In 

addition, the Principal of North Port High School, Mr. Brandon Johnson joined us for the event. The Council awarded checks of 

$1500 to each of the units to support their programs. Remarks were provided by Ms. Julie King the Vice Principal at North Port. Ms. 

King told us of the great respect she has for these outstanding students and the programs which are producing such impressive results. 

She recounted the story of the Battle of Flamborough Head where the Bonhomme Richard and its Captain John Paul Jones engaged in 

battle with HMS Serapis. She pointed out that contrary to expectations, and against all odds, the lesser of the two ships prevailed due 

to the extraordinary leadership provided by John Paul Jones. She reminded us that these young cadets will be our leaders of tomorrow 

and are being well equipped for the task. 

 
 

The Giving Challenge   
Thanks to the 36 individuals who donated $3775 on May 1-2 during the Community Foundation of Sarasota County’s Giving 

Challenge. $2975 of that total will be matched by the Patterson Foundation. We anticipated receipts for the Giving Challenge in our 

2018 Budget to be $4000 so we exceeded our target. If you have given--thank you.  
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Dear Navy League Members & Friends: 

 

By now our seasonal members have settled in and I look forward to their return. I would also like to welcome our new members. Since 

you’ve been gone many have celebrated Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day, and Flag Day among others; with more to 

follow for the remainder of the summer. This quarter we have been able to celebrate the accomplishments of local youths who we 

support through our various scholarships. These presentations create awareness of the Navy League in the community. On behalf of 

the Board members, I hope our monthly dinners/luncheons and speakers have continued to be enjoyable and informative. If you know 

of anyone who would like to give a presentation, please provide their name and time available.  

- Membership we must continue to be vigilant in our recruiting efforts as there are many patriotic organizations besides us who are 

also vying for new members. Please continue to support the Navy League and talk it up  whenever you come upon someone that may 

be willing to join and support what we do. 

- Our financial health is strong. This year we again participated in the giving challenge which although did not garner as much as we 

would have hoped for, will certainly help as we continue to provide support for our youth groups and sea service veterans.  

Lastly Linda and I wish you a happy 4th of July and look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Warm Regards 

Dennis Turner, President          
 

NAVY LEAGUE  

Of the United States 

 
VISION STATEMENT 

The Navy League of the United States will be the preferred 

resource for the education of the United States Congress and 

the American public on our sea services. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Navy League of the United States is a civilian 

organization dedicated to informing the people and their 

government that the United States of America is maritime 

nation and that its national defense and economic well-being 

are dependent upon strong sea services – United States 

Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast 

Guard, and United States Merchant Marine 

GOALS 

* Educate national leaders and the nation 

* Support the men & women of the sea services 

*Support youth programs  

* Provide assistance to sea service families 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SARASOTA – MANATEE COUNCIL  

2017 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 

President 

Dennis Turner 

First Vice President & Operations 

Marty Donner 

Vice President for Recruiting and 

Public Affairs  

Marty Donner 

Vice President, Membership & Retention 

Jeannine Rusch 

Vice President, Education 

Richard J. Petrucci 

Vice President, Legislative Affairs 

Peter Ross 

 Treasurer 

Gerard St. Germain* 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary 

Jeannine Rusch 

Judge Advocate 

Marc Soss, Esq. 

Chaplain 

Al Burda 

Directors – All the Above, Plus: 

Steve Bartek 

Roger S. Betts** 

George “Bo” Hamrick 

George Hoffman 

John Osterweil 

Carol Pearson 

Giles Pearson 

Tim Rocklein 

*National Director &  President of Florida Central Area.  
** National Director Emeri tus
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Membership 
We have 135 Council members on board as of end of June 2018 We welcome new members J. Alden Keyser, Robert Bognar, John 

McMillan, James Sylvester and Peter Bruder who joined us in the period March-June 2018. Welcome aboard! 

 

NEWS FROM OUR ADOPTED AND SUPPORTED UNITS  

 

USCG CUTTER RESOLUTE 
. 

 

                            
 

Our adopted units recently all had leadership changes.  Coast Guard Cutter Resolute had a change of command on June 13 when 

Commander Carmen DeGeorge (second from left) was relieved of Command of Resolute and will report for duty at Atlantic 

Command in Portsmouth, VA. Commander Roy Brubaker (third from left) was installed as the new Commanding Officer 

USCG CUTTER TARPON 

 

 
 

On June 28, at Sector St. Petersburg, Captain Holly Najarian USCG officiated at a Change of Command ceremony for USCGC 

Tarpon. BMCS Eamon McCormack was relieved as Officer in Charge of Tarpon and retired from the USCG. BMCS Justin Kaczynski 

was installed as the new Officer in Charge of Tarpon. Congratulations to BMCS Kaczynski and best wishes for a successful tour. Our 

thanks to BMCS McCormack for his leadership of Tarpon and our best wishes for his future endeavors. 
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USCG CUTTER RESOLUTE SAILOR OF THE QUARTER  
 

 
 
On board the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Resolute on May 30, Council President Dennis Turner presented the Sailor of the Quarter 

(SOQ) recognition from the Sarasota-Manatee Council to EM3 Lucas Ordonez. He was the SOQ for first quarter 2018. Second quarter 

soq BM2 Benjamin Vaccaro was not present and will receive his recognition at a later date. Ships force was gathered at quarters for 

the presentation and other announcements. We will miss Commanding Officer, Commander Carmen DeGeorge who will be detaching 

on the 13th for duty at Atlantic Area headquarters in Portsmouth, VA. The XO, Commander Jared Truscz is also detaching and will be 

going to Wash DC for budgeting duties. We wish them both success in their new assignments. 

 

USCG STATION CORTEZ 

 
On June 14, BMCS Wainscott detached Coast Guard Station Cortez.  The Officer in Charge at Cortez is now BMC Zachary Gray.  

The station XPO, BM1 Eric Wieczorek, has been relieved by BM1 Brooks Hollingshead. 

Below some scenes of Station Cortez in action to rescue boaters … 

 

 
Here to rescue a boater aboard a 10-foot dingy stranded under the Bradenton Bridge. 

 
 

And here crewmembers from Station Cortez rescued two boaters after their vessel capsized near Longboat Key! 
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VENICE YOUNG MARINES  

 
 

On Wednesday, May 24, at Venice Middle School, the Sarasota-Manatee Council presented several awards including the Navy 

League's Scroll of Honor. The Scroll was presented Council Board Member Jerry St.Germain to past principal Dr. Karin Schmidt who 

recently retired from the Sarasota County Schools. Dr. Schmidt was responsible for establishing at Venice Middle School the Nation's 

first Young Marines program which is fully integrated into the school's curriculum. It is a very successful program which includes 

about 135 of the school’s population. President Dennis Turner presented the Scroll to Dr. Schmidt and also presented a STEM 

(Science Technology Engineering and Math) scholarship valued at $1250 for tuition to the National Flight Academy in Pensacola to 

Young Marine Cadet Lance Corporal Grant Knauer. Grant will experience a week’s deployment aboard the National Flight 

Academy’s landlocked, virtual aircraft carrier, Ambition (CVT-11) in July. Each deck of Ambition is designed scenically and 

theatrically to simulate a modern aircraft carrier. In her week of study and fun, she will learn about aviation and aeronautics during her 

full immersion STEM experience and will “fly” simulated missions from Ambition. Bravo Zulu Grant! 

 

 
 

On Thursday, May 3, Col. George Hofmann USMC (ret) and Jerry St. Germain attended a muster of the Young Marines at Venice 

Middle School. Jerry presented the Unit Commander, Major Mike Dubrule with a check for $500 for Unit support and Col. Hofmann 

presented a check for $100 to Young Marine Cadet Morgan Pachter for being the 2018 Outstanding Cadet. This pic shows a cadet 

leader accepting the unit check. Major Dubrule is far right. Bravo Zulu Morgan! 

 

IMAGINE SCHOOL YOUNG MARINES  

                                 

 
On April 26 during a scheduled drill, Council Board Member Col. George Hofmann USMC (ret) presented a check for $500 to Dr. 

Steven Black, Senior Military Instructor  for support of the North Port Imagine School Young Marines and presented a $100 check to 

Young Matine Molly Evans who is this year’s outstanding Young Marine. Bravo Zulu Molly! 
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VENICE HIGH SCHOOL MCJROTC 

  

 
 
On Friday June 15 at Venice High School, on behalf of the Sarasota Manatee Council of the Navy League, Board Member Al Burda 

presented a $1000 Scholarship to Marine Corps JROTC LtCol Alex Vischulis. Alex has already graduated and will be attending UCF 

in the Fall. Here is Alex receiving his certificate for the scholarship with his Senior Military Instructor Captain Dean Krom USMC 

(ret). Bravo Zulu Alex! The Council also presented its second of two STEM scholarships to MCJROTC 2nd Lt Angelina Sellito. To 

the National Flight Academy in Pensacola. Here she is pictured accepting the scholarship from Council Board Member Al Burda as 

Venice High School Marine Corps JROTC Senior Military Instructor Captain Dean Krom USMC (ret) looks on. Bravo Zulu Alex and 

Angelina! 

. 

NORTH PORT NJROTC 

LEADERSHIP ACADE MY, 2018 

 

 
 

North Port NJROTC once again sent cadets to the AREA-7 Leadership Academy located on campus at the Admiral Farragut Academy 

in St. Petersburg.   All four of the cadets attended and successfully completed the course.  The program is a weeklong and begins early 

Sunday morning and ends with a formal parade on Saturday.  All cadets remain on campus during the nights.  The cadets are subjected 

to rigorous physical testing and then must master drill, including Guidon and the manual of arms with swords.  Those completing the 

course represent the top 1.5% of cadets in AREA-7 and are then presented with and authorized to wear the silver aiguillette.  When 

returning to the home units, these cadets are then eligible for the top position of command and staff. The cadets graduating this year 

are Matt Witek, Matthew Weinburger, Derek Thame and Samantha Bronson (seated left to right).   
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SAILING ACADEMY  

 

 
 

The AREA-7 Sail Academy was conducted at Eckert College, St. Petersburg in two one-week sessions starting Sunday 10 June.  

North Port sent a total of seven cadets to the sessions.  AREA-7 contracts for the ‘420’ sail boats, classroom instructors, residence in 

the dorms and meals on campus.  Each session starts on a Sunday at 1:00pm and ends with the graduation ceremony on Saturday at 

10:00. The program is a college level course which takes the cadets from a zero-sailing knowledge level to racing in a 12 boat regatta 

by Friday of their week.  In addition to the sailing requirements, the cadets are up each day by 6:00 am for Physical Training followed 

by two sessions on the water in the boats before their evening sail lectures.  Leadership training follows until at 10:00 pm.  The cost 

per cadet is just under $700, and North Port NJROTC uses some of the funds granted to the Unit by the Sarasota Manatee Council to 

help lower costs to the individual sailor. Pictured above are NPHS NJROTC cadets in training and receiving awards. 

 

SEA CADETS 
This quarter our Maritime Eagles Division, Sea Cadets participated in events which included color guard for Manatee School for the 

Arts H.S. graduation, The Elks Lodge, Minor League Baseball game as well as a “Old Glory” flag retirement for Oneco Elementary 

School. We have had two cadets graduate H.S. and both are staying local to attend college. The unit has seen quite a few cadet 

advancements, and many will be going off to summer training to reinforce their skills. The Maritime Eagles will continue make their 

presence known in the community and look forward to a new recruitment year.     

 

 
                MSA High School Graduation        Boat Repair Training           American Legion Dinner 

 
                                                         Memorial Day                                 Oneco Elementary School 

  

 

8 


